Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health

ailments.

* Renee Cumberland

* Ora Barrett (fell, broken hip &
wrist) had surgery, Rush 549

Communion
Preparation
January - Potts

February - Carlberg
March - open

Birthday / Anniversary

Ora Barrett - 9th
Auburn Rowell - 18th

Men to Serve

Announcements - Shay Cooper
Scripture Reading - Matthew 6:22 - 23
Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Head of Lord’s Table - Rick Carlberg
Assist on Lord’s Table - David Cradic

Scripture Reading - Matthew 27:22 -
30

Closing Prayer - James Johnson

And he told them a

Verse of the day
Luke 18:1 ESV

parable to the effect that

they ought always to
pray and not lose heart.

01/28 /2024

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose
soul intention is to glorify and serve
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the
head of His church. Our desire is to
reflect that of our God--that all be
saved. Anyone who is willing to
humble himself before the mighty
hand of God can be saved.

SUNDAY

The Spirit of Liberalism
Class // 8:30 am

Job Bible Class // 2 Corinthians Bible Class //
9:30 am 7:00 pm

Worship Service //
10:30 am

WEDNESDAY

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

Christian Goals
By Mike Riley

One of the reasons why the church is not growing spiritually (or numerically) as it did forty or fifty
years ago is simply because the church of today is not responsive to the goals outlined in the New
Testament designed for its continued growth and development. Without goals (purpose and
direction), any organization or organism will eventually stagnate and die.

The word “goal”, according to Mr. Webster, is “an object or end that one strives to attain; aim.”
Within any organization (either corporate or non-corporate), one will usually find a “Strategic
Plan” for that particular organization. Within that Strategic Plan one will find the “goals” of that
organization to be achieved. Likewise, within the pages of God’s Word (His Strategic Plan), God
has outlined certain goals that each Christian (who make up the corporate body — the church —
Romans 12:5; 1 Corinthians 6:15; 1 Corinthians 12:12,20,27; Ephesians 4:25; Ephesians 5:30) is
responsible for achieving. In this article, let us look at three main goals for the Lord’s church found
within the pages of God’s Word.

Goal #1 — Teach All Nations — (Matthew 28:19)

Since Christianity is a “taught” religion (Acts 1:1; Acts 4:18; Acts 5:28,42; 1 Corinthians 4;17; 1
Corinthians 14:19; Colossians 2:7; 1 Tim. 1:3; 1 Tim. 4:11; 1 Tim. 6:2; 2 Timothy 2:2; Tit. 2:4;
Hebrews 5:12), members of the Lord’s church have the goal of “teaching” the saving gospel of
Christ to all mankind (Matthew 28:18; Colossians 4:6; 2 Timothy 2:25; 1 Peter 3:15).

Note: The apostles achieved this goal in the first century according to Romans 10:18 and
Colossians 1:5-6,23. Does not God expect Christians living in the twenty-first century to achieve
this same goal as well? Let us remember that God does not require us to achieve something that
is impossible to achieve (cf. Acts 11:29).

Goal #2 — Baptize Them By The Authority Of The Godhead — (Matthew 28:19)

Since all Persons in the Godhead are involved in the salvation process (1 Peter 1:2; 2
Thessalonians 2:13-14; Hebrews 10:7-23), it stands to reason that they (God, Christ, and the Holy
Spirit) have the authority to determine the means that is to be used in the salvation process. They
have chosen the element of baptism as the means by which our sins are forgiven and washed
away (Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; Romans 6:1-6; 1 Peter 3:21) providing entrance into the Lord’s body —
the church (Romans 6:3-4; Gal. 3:26-27; Acts 2:47; cf. Ephesians 1:22-23; Ephesians 5:23). Thus
the goal of “baptizing all nations” by the authority of the Godhead is a required goal for all
Christians to achieve.

Goal #3 - Teaching All Nations To Observe All Of The Lord’s Commands — (Matthew 28:20; cf.
Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Deuteronomy 18:15,18,19; Acts 3:22-23)

This would include all of the spiritual principles, precepts, instructions, exhortations, commands,
etc., that make up the whole body of teaching within the New Testament law of Christ (Matthew
4:4; cf. Deuteronomy 8:3; Romans 8:1-2; 1 Corinthians 9:21; Gal. 6:2; 2 Timothy 3:16; James 2:8; 2
Peter 1:20-21).

Conclusion

Goals give us purpose and direction in our lives both physically and spiritually. Our heavenly
Father wants us (as Christians) to know that our purpose (as the church) is to tell everyone we
come in contact with (“all nations”) about the saving gospel of Christ (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark
16:15; Colossians 1:5-6,23) so that mankind’s direction will be pointed (aimed) toward heaven
(John 14:1-4; Colossians 1:5-6; Colossians 3:1-2; 1 Peter 1:3-4) and not toward hell.



